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Red Maple 

 

 

Brings color to your landscape year-round. Green stems turn red in winter, new leaves 

are red-tinged, turning to green. Fall color is deep red or yellow. Flowers are also red. 

Fast growing and tolerant of many soils. Grows to 40' to 60', 40' spread. (zones 3-9) 

Consuming .03% of dry wilted leaves can cause toxicity to horses. 
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Mature Size  

The red maple grows to a height of 40ï60' and a spread of around 40' at maturity. 

Growth Rate  

This tree grows at a medium to fast rate, with height increases of anywhere from 13" to 

more than 24" per year. 

Sun Preference  

Full sun is the ideal condition for this tree, meaning it should get at least six hours of 

direct, unfiltered sunlight each day. 

Soil Preference  

The red maple grows in acidic, loamy, moist, rich, sandy, silty loam, well-drained and 

clay soils. It prefers wet soil conditions but has slight drought tolerance. 

Attributes  

This tree: 

 

¶ Provides amazing fall color that is yellow to red. 

¶ Produces red (sometimes yellow) clusters of small flowers winter to spring. 

¶ Features simple, medium to dark green leaves 2ï6" in length with 3 or 5 lobes and 

sinuses that are irregularly toothed. 

¶ Yields twin seeds bound at their tips to a long, drooping stems. The seeds ripen in 

late spring and have attached wings that are up to 1" in length. 

¶ Can grow in an oval, rounded, upright or erect shape. 

¶ Can be toxic to horses if dry, wilted leaves are consumed. 
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Wildlife Value  

The fruits (samaras) provide food for squirrels and many other rodents. Rabbits and deer 

eat the tender shoots and leaves of red maples. 

History/Lore  

The Red Maple has many claims to fame, including the greatest northïsouth range of any 

tree species living entirely in the eastern forests (Newfoundland to southern Florida). 

It is also the state tree of Rhode Island. No one seems to know the whole story of why it 

was selected by the citizens of this smallest of states. In the 1890s, a Rhode Island school 

commissioner gave students a list of trees and asked them to vote on their favorite. Red 

Maple won, but it was not officially adopted as the state tree until 1964ðmaking Rhode 

Island one of last states in the nation to proclaim its tree. The selection may have been 

because Rhode Island is from the Dutch, meaning "red island." Since the state bird is the 

Rhode Island red hen, it makes sense that the tree would be one noted for this color. 
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Sugar Maple Tree 

 

The Sugar Maple is a landscape standout. Medium to dark-green leaves turn yellow, 

burnt orange or red in fall. Tolerates shade, likes a well-drained, moderately moist, 

fertile soil. Do not plant in confined areas or where salt is a problem. Grows to 60' to 

75', 40'-50' spread. (zones 3-8) 
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Mature Size  

The sugar maple tree grows to a height of 60ï75' and a spread of 40ï50' at maturity. 

Growth Rate  

This tree grows at a slow to medium rate, with height increases of anywhere from less 

than 12" to 24" per year. 

Sun Preference  

Full sun and partial shade are best for this tree, meaning it prefers a minimum of four 

hours of direct, unfiltered sunlight each day. 

Soil Preference  

The sugar maple tree grows in deep, well-drained, acidic to slightly alkaline soil. It 

prefers moist soil conditions but has moderate drought tolerance. 

Attributes  

This tree: Puts on a show in the fall, with leaves turning yellow, burnt orange and red. 

¶ Develops a dense crown, offering great shade. 

¶ Features 3ï5" medium to dark green leaves with 5 (rarely 3) distinct lobes that are 

slightly coarsely toothed. 

¶ Produces small, greenish-yellow flowers in groups that curve downward on long, 

delicate stems, blooming in April and May. 

¶ Yields pairs of winged seeds about 1ï1½" long that mature in September or 

October. Seeds are produced annually, with particularly heavy crops every 2ï5 

years. 

¶ Grows in a round or oval shape. 

¶ Should not be planted in confined spaces or areas where salt is a problem. 
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Wildlife Value  

Sugar maples are commonly browsed by white-tailed deer, moose and snowshoe hare. 

Squirrels feed on the seeds, buds, twigs and leaves. 

History/Lore  

In 1663, chemist Robert Boyle informed the Europeans about the tree in the new world 

that produced a sweet substance. John Smith was among the first settlers who remarked 

about the Native Americansô sugar processing and the fact that they used the product for 

barter. They also used the inner bark to make a tea to treat coughs and diarrhea. 

Other historic uses included making soap from its ashes, using the bark as a dye, drinking 

the sap as a spring tonic and taking the syrup for liver and kidney problems. 
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Pin Oak 

 

Pyramidal through early maturity, its form turns more oval in older age. Fast-growing, 

tolerates wet soils, likes full sun. Glossy dark green leaves turn russet, bronze or red. 

Grows to 60' to 70', 25'-45' spread. (zones 4-8) 
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Mature Size  

The pin oak grows to a height of 60ï70' and a spread of 25ï40' at maturity. 

Growth Rate  

This tree grows at a fast rate, with height increases of more than 24" per year. 

Sun Preference  

Full sun is the ideal condition for this tree, meaning it should get at least six hours of 

direct, unfiltered sunlight each day. 

Soil Preference  

The pin oak grows in acidic, loamy, moist, rich, sandy, well-drained, wet and clay soils. 

It can tolerate wet conditions, including moderate flooding. 

Attributes  

¶ Has a distinctive branching pattern that sets it apart, especially in winter. 

¶ Provides great fall color, with leaves turning shades of scarlet and bronze. 

¶ Is easier than most to transplant. 

¶ Features glossy, dark green leaves that are 3ï6" long with 5 lobes (although 

sometimes 7ï9) separated by very deep sinuses. 

¶ Produces yellow-green catkins that are 5¬ï7" long and typically appear in April 

and May. 

¶ Yields acorns that are nearly round and ½" long with a thin, saucer-like cap made 

of small, tight scales. 

¶ Offers dense shade. 

¶ Tolerates heat, air pollution and compacted soil. 

¶ Develops a single, central trunk from ground to tip. 

¶ Grows in a pyramidal shape. 

¶ Cannot tolerate alkaline soils. 
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Wildlife Value  

Pin oak acorns are eaten by many songbirds, wild turkeys, white-tailed deer, squirrels and 

smaller rodents but are a particularly important food for many ducks. 

History/Lore  

The name pin oak comes from its short, tough branchlets located along the branches and 

limbs. Because of its tolerance for wet conditions, the tree is also known regionally as 

swamp oak, water oak and swamp Spanish oak. The tree was first observed scientifically 

prior to 1770. 
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Red Oak 

 

Bristle-tipped leaves turn red in the fall. The leaves have 7 to 11 waxy lobes. A good 

street tree, tolerates pollution and compacted soil. Grows as much as two feet a year for 

10 years. Grows to 60' to 75', 45' spread. (zones 3-8) 
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Mature Size  

The northern red oak grows to a height of 60ï75' and a spread of around 45' at maturity. 

Growth Rate  

This tree grows at a fast rate, with height increases of more than 24" per year. 

Sun Preference  

Full sun is the ideal condition for this tree, meaning it should get at least six hours of 

direct, unfiltered sunlight each day. 

Soil Preference  

The northern red oak grows in acidic, loamy, moist, sandy, well-drained and clay soils. 

While it prefers normal moisture, the tree has some drought tolerance. 

Attributes  

This tree: 

 

¶ Grows more than two feet per year for 10 years. 

¶ Provides great fall color, with leaves turning russet-red to bright red. 

¶ Is easier than most to transplant. 

¶ Features alternating leaves that are 4ï8" long and have 7ï11 waxy, spine-tipped 

lobes. 

¶ Produces pale yellow-green catkins that appear at about the same time new foliage 

is expanding, typically AprilïMay. 

¶ Yields acorns that are round and ¾ï1" long with a flat, thick, saucer-like cap. 

¶ Offers great shade due to a dense crown. 

¶ Tolerates pollution and compacted soil. 

¶ Grows in a rounded shape. 
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Wildlife Value  

Acorns from this tree are at the top of the food preference list for blue jays, wild turkeys, 

squirrels, small rodents, whitetail deer, raccoons and black bears. Deer also browse the 

buds and twigs in wintertime. 

History/Lore  

The northern red oak has been a favorite of both lumbermen and landscapers since 

colonial times. The tree has also found favor when transplanted in Europe. It is believed 

that Bishop Compton's garden, near Fulham in England, received the first red oak 

transplant abroad in the late 17th century. In 1924, there were over 450 acres of red oak 

plantations in Baden, Germany. 
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London Planetree (Sycamore) 

 

 

Red-brown scales flake to show cream-colored inner bark. Large distinctive leaves with 

lighter undersides. Fast growing, resistant to anthracnose. Prefers moist, well-drained soil 

and full sun to light shade. Grows to 75' to 100', 80' spread. (zones 5-9) 
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Mature Size  

The London planetree grows to a height of 75ï100' and a spread of around 80' at 

maturity. 

Growth Rate  

This tree grows at a medium rate, with height increases of 13ï24" per year. 

Sun Preference  

Full sun and partial shade are best for this tree, meaning it prefers a minimum of four 

hours of direct, unfiltered sunlight each day. 

Soil Preference  

The London planetree grows in acidic, alkaline, loamy, moist, sandy, well-drained, wet 

and clay soils. It has some drought tolerance. 

Attributes  
¶ Tolerates pollution and other urban conditions well. 

¶ Transplants easily. 

¶ Is resistant to anthracnose. 

¶ Develops a mottled bark with red-brown scales that flake to reveal green, white 

and creamy yellow. 

¶ Features large leaves up to 7" long and 10" wide that are sparingly toothed along 

the edges. They somewhat resemble the leaves of black, sugar and red maples. 

¶ Produces inconspicuous red flowers in April as the leaves unfurl. 

¶ Yields pendulous ball-like clusters of tightly packed seed approximately 1" in 

diameter. 

¶ Lives longer than many other shade trees in urban settings. 

¶ Grows in a pyramidal shape that shifts to a more oval silhouette over time. 

¶ Is not suitable for small areas. 
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Wildlife Value  

The pendant seed balls are used by purple finches, goldfinches and squirrels. 

History/Lore  

The London planetree is believed to have resulted from a cross between the Oriental 

planetree and the American sycamore. While the exact details of the treeôs origin have 

been lost over time, it was discovered that this hybrid could tolerate the smoke and grime 

of London. As a result, it has been widely distributed to cities throughout the moderate 

climate regions of the world for nearly 400 years. 
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Linden 

 

 

The tree grows in sun or partial shade, will tolerate alkaline soil if it is moist, and it transplants well. It is 

not particularly tolerant of drought, scorching at the leaf margins in summer drought. But this 

apparently does little long-term harm. It is more tolerant of heat and compact soil than American 

Basswood. Many communities plant Linden along the streets due to its rapid growth rate and dense, 

symmetrical crown but Littleleaf Linden is sensitive to road salt. There are a number of cultivars with a 

variety of habits. 
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Mature Size  

The littleleaf linden grows to a height of 50ï60' and a spread of around 40' at maturity. 

Growth Rate  

This tree grows at a medium rate, with height increases of 13ï24" per year. 

Sun Preference  

Full sun and partial shade are best for this tree, meaning it prefers a minimum of four 

hours of direct, unfiltered sunlight each day. 

Soil Preference  

The littleleaf linden grows in acidic, alkaline, moist, rich, sandy, well-drained, wet and 

clay soils. It prefers moist conditions but does not do well in wet areas. It cannot handle 

severe drought. 

Attributes  

This tree: 

Produces clusters of yellowish flowers that hang down on a long stalk attached to a leaf-

like wing. The flowers give off a very noticeable, pleasant fragrance. 

¶ Blooms in the summer, after most trees have finished. 

¶ Serves as a great source of nectar and pollen for bees and other pollinators. 

¶ Features heart-shaped leaves that are lopsided at the base, usually 2ï3" long with 

somewhat saw-toothed margins. Leaf color shifts from light green to glossy dark 

green to yellow throughout the seasons. 

¶ Offers great shade due to a dense canopy. 
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¶ Yields nutlike fruit ¼" in diameter. 

¶ Grows in a pyramidal to oval shape. 

¶ Should be watered during dry periods, especially when young. 

¶ Is sensitive to road salt and should not be planted where Japanese beetles are a 

perennial problem. 

Wildlife Value  

The flowers of the littleleaf linden attract bees and hummingbirds, and the soft wood 

often provides nesting sites for cavity-dwelling birds. 

History/Lore  

There is evidence of the littleleaf linden being planted and used for social purposes as 

early as 760 A.D. In the Germanic and Norse countries, the tree was known as a favorite 

of Freya (the goddess of love) and Frigga (the goddess of married love and the hearth). 

Maidens would ñdance wildlyò around the village linden, and women hoping for fertility 

would hug the tree or hang offerings in its branches. In Scandinavia, it was a good tree to 

avoid after dark because it was thought to be a favorite haunt of elves and fairies. 
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Washington Hawthorn 

 

White flowers in early June start the color show. Reddish-purple leaves turn dark green, then orange, 

scarlet or purple. Small, glossy red fruits stay on tree into winter, and are preferred by songbirds. Grows 

to 25' to 30', 25' spread. (zones 4-8) 

 


